
 
 

 

                                     Parasite Prevention for your Dog 

 
Heartworm/Intestinal Parasites- All dogs should receive a  heartworm preventative/intestinal parasite 

control tablet once a month from June 1st  through November 1st in our area. These products work do 

the dual duty of protecting  your dog against heartworn infection and regularly deworming for 

instestinal parasites like roundworm, hookworm and whipworm (depending on the product used).  If your 

dog regularly attends daycare or if you have children under 4 years of age in your household it is 

recommended that your dogs receive the heartworm prevention/intestinal parasite control all year 

long.. Dogs in daycare are at much greater risk for being infected by intestinal parasites since they are 

regularly exposed to a larger number of dogs. Due to the zoonotic potential of intestinal parasites to 

greater for small children who are more likely to have their hands in their mouth and inadvertently ingest 

a parasite. The products that we carry are Interceptor,  Sentinel,  Heartgard and Revolution. Our 

staff can help you make the appropriate choice for your dog’s lifestyle and risk potential. Tapeworms 

are the only commonly seen intesinal parasite that is not protected against with the above products. 

They typically appear as rice sized segments that are seen on the stool, near the anus or on your dogs 

bedding.  In dogs they are generaly contracted by ingesting a flea. If tapeworms are observed we can 

dispense an oral dewormer. 

 

External Parasite Control- Flea and tick control is recommended to be used in our area  from 

approximately April through November.  The best guidline is to start as soon as the snow has melted 

and stop when the snow returns. Ticks will start to emerge soon after the snow receeds. Fleas can be a 

problem early in Spring also but are generally worse in the later summer months. We recommend a 

monthly application of a topical product such as Frontline or Advantix. Frontline is effective against 

adult fleas, ticks, lice and has a flea growth regulator (which keeps the flea eggs from hatching).  

Advantix is effective against fleas, ticks, mosquitos, biting flies and lice. The tick killing component in 

Advantix is a stronger chemical than in Frontline so in general we recommend that dogs under 10 

pounds use Frontline. It is vital that Advantix never be applied to cats as it can be deadly to them. We 

have found the over the counter flea products such as Hartz or Sargents to be less effective and they 

can produce serious neurological side effects, particularly in smaller dogs. We also do not recommend 

the use of flea collars. They not very effective and are composed of older chemicals which are much 

less safe than the newer products currently available 
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